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THE EUROPEAN Fire Safety Community (the 
Community) is a new online platform 
that connects people interested in fire 

safety, pools their knowledge and enables 
them to work together on solutions to improve 
fire safety in buildings. Officially launched in 
November 2019 by Fire Safe Europe (FSEU), the 
platform responds to a gap identified by fire 
safety stakeholders over the past few years. 

A new, open to all FSEU membership is 
offered by the Community, which has already 
gathered more than 300 members across 
Europe and beyond. All parts of the fi re safety 
sector are represented: 37% are industry 
representatives, 19% are fi re engineers, 9% are 
firefighters and 8% are academics. Industry 
representatives can access information and 
also a network through which they are able 
to anticipate the impact of legislative and 
regulatory changes on the business.

Regulators and policy makers can also 
obtain free, comparative information and 
analysis on what is happening on fire safety 
in other European Union (EU) countries, both at a
technical and legal level. Finally, academics 

are able to use the platform to promote their 
work and expertise to a large network, while 
firefighters can share concrete experience 
as fi rst hand witnesses of fi res, and advocate 
towards decision makers and academics.

Juliette Albiac, FSEU managing director, 
commented: ‘In our work we come across so 
many people dedicated to improving buildings’ 
fire safety, each an expert in their own right. 
Our experience was that knowledge was being 
shared in conference presentations, or in 
occasional projects. But there was a need for 
something more holistic and more systematic. 
We could only imagine the potential benefi ts of 
connecting people and enabling them to share 
their expertise, to learn from each other and 
to collaborate.’

For member Birgitte Messerschmidt, who is 
director of applied research at the National 
Fire Protection Association, joining the 
Community has facilitated her monitoring 
of fire safety related issues, as it provides her 
with ‘easy access to information about fire 
safety in the EU and a forum for discussion 
on this’.
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Sharing knowledge

As the Community is an information and 
intelligence hub, members access a well 
stocked information pool that provides new 
knowledge and insights from a wide range of 
sources: in depth interviews with national and EU 
officials responsible for making fire safety related 
policies, as well as interviews, webinars and 
podcasts with fire safety experts. 

For instance, Dr Thomas Gernay, who is 
assistant professor in the Department of Civil 
Engineering at Johns Hopkins University, spoke 
about improving fire safety by modelling the 
fire behaviour of buildings with SAFIR 2019, 
a computer software program designed to 
simulate the behaviour of building structures 
subjected to fire. Ongoing intelligence on the 
broad range of laws and initiatives from the EU 
is also covered in another article on the project 
to finalise the European approach to assessing  
the fire performance of facades1.

Members actively submit guest articles and 
are also encouraged to promote their expertise 
by participating in interviews or contributing 
to opinion pieces. In the past months, diverse 
topics have been covered, ranging from last 
year’s fire at Notre-Dame to a report on the first 
Conference for the Fire Protection of Structures. 
Author profiles are varied and they include 
researchers, firefighters and associations. 
Recently, after publishing a post on battery 

fires, one Community member was contacted 
by the editor of a scientific journal to adapt his 
piece into an article for a future issue. Another 
member was also similarly approached after 
issuing an article about solar panels in the 
Community.

A comprehensive event calendar is 
available to members. Continuously updated, 
the calendar provides an overview of useful 
events happening both within and outside 
of the Community. 

In addition, the Community is an active, 
thriving network. Members can expand their 
connections through the ‘Who’s Who’ feature 
– an interactive directory, where people can 
search for fellow members according to 
different criteria. Members use this function 
to connect with people who are experts in a 
niche issue, or to recruit participants in a 
project or study. A private messaging function 
allows members to connect directly. Thirdly, 
and at the core of the Community, is a policy 
framing hive with a common goal of improving 
fire safety by contributing to public policies, 
regulation and standards. 

Advisory panels

The Community creates advisory panels, each 
of which is focused on a crucial fire safety issue. 
To date, three panels have been launched:  
on data collection, on facades and on 
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sustainable buildings. New panels will open 
according to policy and members’ needs. 
 
Data collection advisory panel
At the foundation of any good fire safety 
strategy is data. It is fundamental to be 
able to assess the current state of fire safety 
and analyse progress to date. Doing so 
requires accurate and comparable fire safety 
data. To help close the existing data gap, the 
European Commission (EC) will launch a 
study this year named ‘Closing data gaps 
and paving the way for pan European fire 
safety efforts’. 

The project’s objectives include making 
a complete inventory of the terminology 
used and fire data collected regarding fire
causes, casualties, damages, fire safety 
and fire prevention, as well as proposing common 
terminology definitions for all fire data to 
be collected, aiming at ensuring common 
understanding within the EU. 

This panel aims to provide input into the 
EC’s work and have a lasting impact on 
how data is collected across the EU. That is 
done by encouraging exchanges of best 
practice through webinars or podcasts, and 
developing documents such as a summary 
report on guiding data collection efforts to 
improve fire safety in buildings. 

Perks of belonging to this group include 
an episode of the Data Project Podcast with 
(former) MEP Theresa Griffin, and a webinar 
with Dr Kate Nguyen on the methodology 

and strategy used by the International Fire 
Safety Standards (IFSS) Coalition to develop 
its fire terminology glossary.

Facades advisory panel
Facade fire safety has proved to be a critical 
issue in recent years, yet there are currently 
many test methods across Europe for assessing 
the fire performance of facades. In 2019, 
the EC published a call for tender for the 
‘Finalisation of the European approach to 
assess the fire performance of facades’2, 
which was awarded to a consortium led 
by RISE Fire Research. 

Because this EU level action highlights the 
need for a space in which stakeholders can 
exchange information on the different facades 
regulations in Europe and on the upcoming 
European approach, the Community opened 
an advisory panel on facades fire safety. In it, 
members can discuss the latest evolutions on 
facades, compare regulations and standards, 
and be informed of the EC’s fire information 
exchange platform work on facades, as well 
as developments in the European approach 
on facades. 

In 2020, members also have the opportunity 
to participate in a study looking at national 
requirements regarding fire safety for high rise 
residential buildings, hospitals and schools. The 
panel also has its own podcast, The Facades 
Files, which aims to discuss how facades 
regulations and standards are evolving across 
the globe.
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Sustainable buildings advisory panel
Today, we face environmental ambitions that 
require changing our lifestyles and the way 
we build. The construction sector has adapted 
to these new end user and societal needs 
by starting to build more sustainably. New 
green materials and technologies have been 
introduced to improve our buildings’ energy 
efficiency and to decrease their impact on  
the environment. 

Yet sometimes the fire risks associated 
with these new ways are not properly accounted 
for. In a recent podcast on how to foster a 
sustainable future through green buildings3, 
Fanny Guay, chair of the advisory panel, 
pointed out: ‘It is really important to be able 
to make the link between fire safety and 
sustainability; it’s not obvious for everyone’. 

Amid the EU’s ambitious Green Deal, the 
panel aims to open up the debate around 
the sustainability of buildings and highlight 
the importance of their fire resilience as part 
of the sustainable building stock. Members will 
develop a common definition of fire resilience, 
and work on a recommendations document 
to include fire resilience in sustainable building 
policies and initiatives. 

One of the ways envisaged to open the 
discussion is the fire resilience podcast3, which 
invites a variety of stakeholders to discuss the 
theme. Ms Guay commented that members 
can derive benefit from excellent input on the 
work being done, adding: ‘It is really important 
that we get out there so we can improve the 
level of fire resilience for our buildings and our 
cities in general’. Highlighting the value of the 
Community and its panels, she said:  

‘The important thing is to have people participate 
and that is why we are having this type of 
platform and panels on different topics’. 

As the Community evolves, its early 
momentum has been sustained by the steady 
rise in members. FSEU’s public affairs manager 
Sarah Debbiche Krichen stated: ‘We are 
delighted to see that the European Fire Safety 
Community is taking shape and becoming 
something of real value, providing much 
needed insights into where and how fire safety 
in buildings can be improved.’  

Jéromine Andolfatto is EU public affairs executive 
at Fire Safe Europe. For more information, view 
page 3

To find out more, visit eufiresafety.community
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